The population of the Shetland Islands is an isolated community among whom one would not expect the incidence of any infectious disease to be similar to its incidence among people on the mainland of Britain. 
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In order to try and follow the behaviour of tuberculosis among the community an attempt was In a community with few positive reactors a positive tuberculin reaction in a young child acquires a greater significance, and could be the means of detecting adult cases of the disease.
In a community such as Shetland it may be that the tuberculin testing of school entrants at 5 years of age and the B.C.G. immunising of school leavers will become far the most valuable work that the school medical services can perform.
